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Evaluating content
Steps to take
NB: For the purpose of this document, the following information is based on using WAVE by entering a page URL.

1. The evaluated page will display with the WAVE summary (first) and page results (icons and text).
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2. Review the page results for errors – the yellow alert icon: [image: image2.png]


 for example shows that the page has no headings or document structure.


a. Follow the Level A and Level AA checklists to identify any accessibility errors with the page title, text content, headings and links.
WAVE Reports

There are four WAVE reports that can be used to assess the accessibility of a page

1. Errors, Features and Alerts
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2. Structure/Order
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3. Text-only; and
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4. Outline
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NB: You may find it useful to create a separate list of URLs for each error type to help with implementation of a correction.
Testing with WAVE
Evaluating Page titles

WAVE does not have specific icons for all the checklist tests; some require manual review with and without the tool.
Errors

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	ERROR: <title> is missing or not informative
	The page title is missing or not descriptive.
	Provide a meaningful page title that succinctly describes the content of the page.
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 Any page that displays this red icon may fail PGT_A1, PGT_A2

	
	Any page title that displays this red icon must also pass PGT_A3i, PGT_A3ii, PGT_A3iii, PGT_A3iv, PGT_A3v, PGT_A3vi, PGT_A4i, PGT_A4ii


Evaluating Text Content
WAVE does not have specific icons for all the checklist tests; some require manual review with and without the tool.
Accessibility Features

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	FEATURE: Alternative text
	Alternative text is present in an image.
	Ensure the alternative text conveys equivalent content, is accurate, and is succinct.

	
	All images marked with this green icon must pass TXT_AA1


Structure/Order

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	Content is meaningful when linearized.
	Displays your page with a different set of icons and indicators that show the overall structure of the page.
	The number indicators show the reading/navigation order of the page. Simply follow the numbers to determine if the reading and navigation order of the page makes sense and is logical.

	
	All pages must pass TXT_A2ii


Text-only

	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions

	Presents only the underlying text of the page.
	Information that is commonly read by screen readers (such as alternative text for images) will be presented. The visual styling of the page is removed. This provides a visual view of what a screen reader would likely read.
	Ensure that content remains meaningful and that content is not lost when presented as text only.

	
	All pages must pass TXT_A2v, TXT_A2vii


Evaluating Headings
WAVE does not have specific icons for all the checklist tests; some require manual review with and without the tool.
Errors

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions

	[image: image11.png]



	ERROR: Empty heading
	A heading contains no content.
	Ensure that all headings contain informative content. This is necessary because users may navigate or search by headings.
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 Any heading that has this red icon next to it fails HED_A3iii


Alerts

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	ALERT: Missing Structure
	This page has no headings or document structure.
	Provide a clear, consistent heading structure. Each page should typically have one <h1> and sub-headings as appropriate. Headings provide a document outline, semantic structure, and facilitate navigation and understanding.
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Any page that displays this yellow icon fails HED_A1i
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	ALERT: Possible heading
	Text appears to be used as a heading (is bold, underlined, italicized, etc.) but is not marked up as such.
	If appropriate, replace the visual styling with the appropriate heading element.

	
	Any heading that has this yellow icon may fail HED_A2i
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	ALERT: Incorrectly ordered headings
	Headings are not in a logical order (e.g., first heading is not h1 or heading levels are skipped).
	In most cases, a document should begin with an h1 and should not skip heading levels.

	
	Any heading that has this yellow icon may fail HED_A1iii, HED_A2ii, HED_A2iii


Accessibility Features

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	Heading level X
	A heading element is present.
	Ensure that the text in question is truly a heading and that it is structured correctly in the page outline.

	
	All headings marked with this blue icon must pass HED_A1ii , HED_A2iv, HED_A2v, HED_A2vi, HED_A3i, HED_A3ii, HED_A3iv, HED_A3v, HED_AA1


Outline
	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	Heading level X
	A heading element is present.
	Ensure that your page contains headers where appropriate and that the structure of the page is logical and appropriate.

	
	All headings marked with this blue icon must pass HED_A1ii , HED_A2iv, HED_A2v, HED_A2vi, HED_A3i, HED_A3ii, HED_A3iv, HED_A3v, HED_AA1


Evaluating Links
WAVE does not have specific icons for all the checklist tests; some require manual review with and without the tool.
Errors

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	ERROR: Broken skip navigation link
	A skip navigation link exists, but the anchor for the link does not exist.
	Ensure that the anchor for the skip navigation or skip to content link exists within the page.
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Any link that has this red icon next to it fails LNK_A3v, LNK_A3vi

	
	Any link that displays this icon must also pass LNK_A3i, LNK_A3ii, LNK_A3iv
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	ERROR: Empty link.
	A link contains no text.
	Provide text within the link that describes the functionality and/or target of that link.
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 Any link that has this red icon next to it fails LNK_A2iv


Alerts

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	FEATURE / ALERT: Hidden skip link
	A skip link is present, but is hidden from view.
	If possible, make the skip link visible to allow sighted keyboard users better access OR display the link visually when it receives keyboard focus.
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Any page that displays this yellow icon fails LNK_A3iii

	
	Any link that displays this yellow icon must also pass LNK_A3i, LNK_A3ii, LNK_A3iv
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	ALERT: Problematic link text
	Link text does not make sense out of context, contains extraneous text (such as "click here"), or is the same as another link on the page, but links to a different location.
	Reword the link so that it is more descriptive of its destination when read out of context of the rest of the document, remove any extraneous text (such as "click here"), and ensure that links with the same link text link do not link to different locations.

	
	Any link that displays this yellow icon must pass LNK_A1i, LNK_A1ii, LNK_A1vi, LNK_A4i, LNK_A4ii, LNK_AA1i, LNK_AA1ii, LNK_AA2iii
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	ALERT: Javascript element
	A javascript element is present.
	Ensure that the javascript does not require the use of a mouse or introduce other accessibility issues.

	
	Any page that displays this yellow icon must pass LNK_A6


Accessibility Features

	Icon
	Title
	Description
	Recommended Actions
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	FEATURE: Skip link
	A link is present which allows users to skip over sections of the web content.
	Ensure that the link is functioning properly and that the link text adequately describes the link functionality.

	
	Any link that displays this green icon must pass LNK_A3i, LNK_A3ii, LNK_A3iii, LNK_A3iv, LNK_A3v, LNK_A3vi


Checklists
Page title

Please note that using WAVE requires that each page must be checked individually.
Automated Checking

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	PGT_A1
	Do all pages have a page <title>?
	
	

	PGT_A2
	Does every page <title> contain text content?
	
	


Manual checking (with the tool)

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	PGT_A3i
	Is each page <title> legible?
	
	

	PGT_A3ii
	Is each page <title> accurate?
	
	

	PGT_A3iii
	Is each page <title> unique?
	
	

	PGT_A3iv
	Is each page <title> concise?
	
	

	PGT_A3v
	Is each page <title> descriptive?
	
	

	PGT_A3vi
	Is each page <title> correct (i.e does not include ASCII characters - punctuation excepted)
	
	

	PGT_A4i
	Does each page <title> include a site reference?
	
	

	PGT_A4ii
	Is the site is referenced consistently in every page <title>?
	
	


Text content
Please note that using WAVE requires that each page must be checked individually.
Automated Checking

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	TXT_A3ii
	Do all pages specify a valid DOCTYPE?
	
	


Manual checking (with the tool)

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	TXT_A2ii
	Is all content meaningful when linearised?
	
	

	TXT_A2v
	Is information conveyed correctly and independent of any colour used?
	
	

	TXT_A2vii
	Is information conveyed correctly and independent of any shading used?
	
	

	TXT_AA1
	Has text been used in content and not images of text?
	
	

	TXT_AA2
	Has foreign language [in page content] been marked up with the LANG attribute?
	
	


Manual review of the site

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	TXT_A1i
	Are instructions correct i.e. are not based solely on visual location e.g.‘below’ or appearance e.g ‘square’)?
	
	

	TXT_A1ii
	Are instructions device independent (i.e.‘click..’ is not used)?
	
	

	TXT_A2i
	Is all page content spelt correctly?
	
	

	TXT_A2iii
	Are dates in a friendly format?
	
	

	TXT_A2iv
	Is all text complete (i.e. not cut off mid-word or mid-sentence)?
	
	

	TXT_A2vi
	Is information conveyed correctly and independent of any ASCII characters used (punctuation excepted)?
	
	

	TXT_A3i
	Have ASCII characters or number superscripts been coded correctly as links?
	
	


Headings
Please note that using WAVE requires that each page must be checked individually.
Automated Checking

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	HED_A1i
	Do all pages have at least one heading?
	
	

	HED_A3iii
	Do headings contain text content (i.e. headings are not empty)?
	
	


Manual checking (with the tool)

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	HED_A1iii
	Do all pages start with a H1 heading?
	
	

	HED_A2ii
	Are headings nested properly?
	
	

	HED_A2iii
	Are heading levels correct?
	
	

	HED_A2iv
	Are headings correct (i.e. do not specify additional style sheet classes)?
	
	

	HED_A2v
	Are hidden structural labels correctly coded (i.e. not coded as headings)?
	
	

	HED_A2vi
	Are headings correct (i.e. the site title is not coded as a heading)?
	
	

	HED_A3i
	Are headings spelt correctly?
	
	

	HED_A3ii
	Are headings concise?
	
	

	HED_A3iv
	Are headings descriptive?
	
	

	HED_A3v
	Are headings in sentence case (i.e. not capitalised)?
	
	


Manual review of the site

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	HED_A1ii
	Has the page been structured with sufficient headings (i.e. there are no headings missing)?
	
	

	*HED_A2i
	Have all headings been coded using H1, H2,etc?
	
	

	HED_A2vii
	Are headings correct when style sheets are disabled?
	
	

	HED_AA1
	Have all headings been followed by appropriate page content?
	
	


* WAVE does provide some indication of potential failures of this requirement
Link Text
Please note that using WAVE requires that each page must be checked individually.
Automated Checking

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	LNK_A2iii
	Are all links active (i.e. there are no broken links)?
	
	

	LNK_A2iv
	Are all links active (i.e. there are no empty links)?
	
	

	LNK_A3iii
	Are skip links visible?
	
	

	LNK_A3v
	Are skip links active (i.e. not broken)?
	
	

	LNK_A3vi
	Does the skip link have an anchor on the page?
	
	


Manual checking (with the tool)

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	LNK_A1i
	Is link text clear?
	
	

	LNK_A1ii
	Is link text device independent (i.e. “click” has not been used in link text)?
	
	

	LNK_A1iii
	Is link text in sentence case (i.e. is not capitalised)?
	
	

	LNK_A1iv
	Is link text correct (i.e does not include ASCII characters - punctuation excepted)?
	
	

	LNK_A1v
	Is link text descriptive (i.e. does not consist only of a url)?
	
	

	LNK_A1vi
	Is link text descriptive (i.e. does not consist only of the words 'more' or ‘here’ without additional information)?
	
	

	LNK_A3i
	Are skip links present on every page?
	
	

	LNK_A3ii
	Are skip links worded correctly e.g. “Skip to the content” or “Skip to main content”?
	
	

	LNK_A3iv
	Are skip links the first link on the page?
	
	

	LNK_A4i
	Is the purpose of pagination links clear (i.e. a ‘Go to page:’ structural label prior to the pagination links is present)?
	
	

	LNK_A4ii
	Is the purpose of alphabetised links clear (i.e. a ‘Go to page:’ structural label prior to the alphabetised links is present)?
	
	

	LNK_A6
	Are all links coded in HTML (i.e. JavaScript links have not been used)?
	
	

	LNK_AA1i
	Are all pagination links consistent?
	
	

	LNK_AA1ii
	Are all alphabetised links consistent?
	
	

	LNK_AA2iii
	Are ‘Back to top’ links consistent?
	
	


Manual review of the site

	Ref
	Requirement
	Yes
	No

	LNK_A2i
	Does inactive text appear differently to link (i.e. text is not given the visual appearance of a link)?
	
	

	LNK_A2ii
	Are all links active (i.e. is everything that could be a link coded as a link e.g. a URL)?
	
	

	LNK_A5
	Are links sufficiently distinguished from standard text (i.e. are links evident by more than just colour alone)?
	
	

	LNK_AA2i
	Is link text colour contrast sufficient?
	
	

	LNK_AA2ii
	Is in-line link formatting consistent?
	
	


Resources
WAVE

WAVE resources
http://webaim.org/resources/wave 
WAVE icons
http://wave.webaim.org/icons 
WAVE Toolbar
http://wave.webaim.org/toolbar 

WAVE Help
http://wave.webaim.org/help 

WAVE Blog
http://wave.webaim.org/blog 

Further information
AccessibilityOz
Web:

www.accessibilityoz.com.au
Phone:
03 9018 2281
Email: 
enquiries@accessibilityoz.com.au
Address: 
Level 2, 145 Flinders Lane, Melbourne 3000

AccessibilityOz
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